
 
Community Appearance Commission 

 

Minutes 

February 6, 2008 

 

The regular meeting of the Salisbury Community Appearance Commission was called to order 

Wednesday, February 6, 2008, at 4 p.m. by Barbara Perry, Chair, in the Council Chamber 

located at 217 South Main Street, Salisbury, North Carolina.  The following members were 

present and absent: 

 

Present: Suzanne Casey, Greta Connor, Suzette Davis, Diane Gibbs, Barbara Lawther, 

Barbara Perry, Sara Robinson, Bill Safrit, Johnny Safrit, and Tom Wolpert 

 

Absent: Chad Morgan 

 

Staff:  Councilman Mark Lewis, Diana Moghrabi and Lynn Raker  

 

 

The minutes of the January 2, 2008, meeting were approved with one minor correction.  There 

was no change in the financial report at this time.  

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Neighborhoods & Education Committee 

  
Greta Connor reported that the brochure for the Adopt-a-Street program has been completed. The 

committee met Wednesday, January 30, at 4 p.m. in the first floor conference room. A cover 

letter that will go with the brochure to various clubs and organizations was submitted for review. 

This Adopt-a-Street program will be presented to the Neighborhood Leaders Alliance at their 

next meeting. 

 

Ms. Connor contacted Eldridge Williams about the Livingstone students’ cleanup on Institute 

Street. They have resumed their efforts after the holiday break. The Livingstone students will 

make a special effort to have the litter picked up the day of the awards luncheon.  

 

Art in Public Places 

 

• Barbara Perry reported that she, Greta Connor and Barbara Lawther met the Cultural 

Action Plan consultant at a meeting for the public art committee. A large number of 

neighborhood representatives also attended a separate meeting. 
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• The Wachovia project is at a standstill until the committee is able to meet with school 

representatives.  

 

• Betz Bigelow picked up a Main Street Conference award for the History and Art Trail 

brochure.  

 

• The base is ready and the sculpture will be installed next week at the Fisher and Lee 

Street Plaza.   

 

• The Lee Overman and William Valentine markers will be installed on bases that are 

currently being prepared for the installation. 

 

• Grant applications will be submitted to the Woodson Foundation and other Salisbury 

foundations. Paul Woodson has requested a special guided walking tour of the historic 

markers. 

 

Landscaping  

 

No report  

  

Grants  

 

The funds have been committed to grant recipients. ERA Glover has submitted invoices for the 

completion of their project.  

 

Awards 

 

The Awards Luncheon will be held February 27, 2008, in the Hilliard Room at Livingstone 

College.  Invitations have been mailed.  There was an error on the invitation; the street address 

for Livingstone College was printed incorrectly, but the map insert is correct. The committee will 

meet at Livingstone College at 2 p.m. February 11, to view the site and go over logistics. Dr. 

Jenkins will be asked to do the invocation the day of the luncheon. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Lynn Raker reported that Mary Berryman Agard, the City consultant for the Cultural Action 

Plan, has recommended a Cultural Summit for our city. A subcommittee recently met and is 

tentatively looking at April 18, 2008, for the event, which is the Earth Day weekend. The event 

will tie in with the Downtown Salisbury, Inc. publicity. The purpose of the summit is to provide 

an opportunity for the consultant to share her findings and make recommendations to a larger 

group of people; she will also be asking for public input. The next subcommittee meeting is 

February 11. 
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Ms. Agard will present a preliminary report to City Council at the Council Retreat February 14 

and 15. Mark Lewis stated that the main reason he is behind this effort is to determine what role 

the government should play in supporting culture in the community. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

  

• The Dixonville Cemetery Committee meets periodically. There will be a roadside marker 

installed at the site; the text has been approved by the committee. James Donaldson has 

created some art for the sign as a logo for the cemetery. Lynn Raker will provide a 

landscape design for the site.  

 

• The I-85/Innes Street interchange has encountered some obstacles regarding the 

installation of the proposed landscaping. Because of the recent drought, the governor of 

NC has issued a moratorium on plantings by state agencies–particularly the DOT. Lynn is 

following up with Mayor Kluttz. She hopes to put this project in a high priority status. 

Lynn will move forward with median plantings that will be paid for with private funding. 

Plants would provide shade, hold moisture, and mitigate heat islands so we need to 

continue to plant. 
 

• Lynn Raker explained the negotiations with NCDOT. There is something of a trade off 

for having a higher quality of installation more fitting of a gateway. DOT will provide the 

installation, but they will not pay for ongoing maintenance. City Council agreed to sign a 

municipal agreement for the City to maintain the landscaping. 

 

The design emphasizes native plants that will acclimate quickly to our conditions and 

will not require a lot of maintenance over time. This is a rather inhospitable area for 

plants with compacted soil and steep slopes. Plants would provide shade, hold moisture, 

and mitigate heat islands so we need to continue to plant despite the drought. 

 

• Members eligible for another term on the Community Appearance Commission are Chad 

Morgan, Sara Robinson, and Barbara Lawther. Johnny Safrit has served 12 or 13 years as 

a CAC member and is not eligible for another term at this time. Barbara Perry solicited 

nominations for the CAC. Jane Riley was recommended. 

 

• Karen Wilkinson took pictures of the CAC for Access 16. 
 

• Tom Wolpert brought attention to a structure that has collapsed on Long Street. Later, 

Jeff Benfield responded that the owner has until February 22 to remove the debris or the 

city will. 
 

•  A new billboard recently installed on the interstate is difficult to read.  The sign appears 

to be for attracting visitors to Salisbury.  Who is responsible for the sign? (It was later 

determined that Downtown Salisbury, Inc. and the Rowan Convention and Visitors 

Bureau worked together.) 
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• The “Welcome to Salisbury” sign on Jake Alexander Boulevard at White Farm Road is 

damaged. Lynn Raker will follow up. 

 

• Property on Brenner Avenue at Jake Alexander Boulevard is extremely littered. 

 

• There was a general discussion about various properties in town; many have been 

ongoing problems and previously discussed. 

 

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. The next regular CAC meeting 

will be March 5, 2008. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Diana Moghrabi 

Secretary 


